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Rama Lakshmi
Newfound push to clean up cities is tied to Indians’
self-image and 21st-century aspirations.

beaches and railway stations. They are
urging people not to litter, asking families to
separate waste from recyclables and using
smartphones to photograph and report
uncollected garbage to the government.

Syria’s Muslim Brotherhood denies
seeking power grab
Associated Press
Many in the opposition say the
Brotherhood uses its support and

moneyas keylevers for influence. Even the federal Tourism Ministry launched

a campaign to keep areas around heritage

monuments clean.
Venezuelan government defends vote,

backtracks on recount pledge

Juan Forero and Emilia Diaz-Struck

The momentum is at least partly generated
by Indians who believe that the grimy cities

Opposition candidate Capriles R L.
damage their country’s image abroad and

refuses to concede to Maduro,

Chavezs chosen successor. clash with its hopes of becoming a 21st-

century economic power.

“There is an unspeakable amount of filth
around us. We must shake up our
numbness to it,” said Robinder Sachdev,
who leads a campaign called Come, Clean

India, which tries to link similar efforts
across the country under one umbrella.
“Some momentum is building up among
the educated middle classes in the big cities.
They are becoming aware that their global
aspiration is not consistent with their
tolerance of filth.”

Four years ago, a senior government

minister, Jairam Ramesh, shocked many
when he said that Indian cities were the world’s dirtiest and that “if there is a Nobel Prize
for dirt and filth, India will win it, no doubt.”

Such candor on the subject is unusual in Indian politics, and the federal and local
governments have done little to address the problem on a broad scale. But as Indian cities
grow, the middle class is demanding a better quality of urban life, cleaner streets, more
playgrounds and improved safety for women.

On Wednesday, Sachdev’s group organized a cleanup drive at an engineering college in
New Delhi.
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silly of me wrote:

12:43 AM GMT+0530
Men in India treat their surroundings nasty by not cleaning them up and then treat their women nasty by gang

raping them at will.

dragonLord1982 responds:
3:29 AM GMT+0530

If you rest aside underreporting (which needs more studies), US is still the "rape capital" of the
world.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rape_statistics
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Activists tell Indians to clean up their cities - The Washington Post
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Activists tell Indians to clean up their cities - The Washington Post

In India rape is a big issue, thatit becomes frontline news headline. In US no one cares.

Adrian Mangiuca wrote:

4/15/2013 9:00 PM GMT+0530

Given the context, an appearance of physical cleanliness (and the image of youth/interested parties doing the
work with their own hands) is as important as the freedom from the garbage itself. There are many forms of
filth that campaigns for a cleaner India are obviously trying to address: Corruption and an outdated body of
laws governing economic developmentto name two. This is an effective way to send the message to
politicians that people won't tolerate the status-quo much longer without getting their hands into the dirty

9

ame to clean itup.

Physically cleaning India is a powerful symbol for the public's desire to live in a clean nation. Politicians are

b

eginning to notice, apparently. Commendable.
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